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                                       Budget cuts in LA County Superior Courts	
	One of the consequences of the budget cuts in the LA County Superior Courts is that defendants for minor offenses such as traffic violations have to wait longer for their cases to be heard and determined. The long waiting time that goes up to a year interferes with the administration of justice by causing unnecessary disruption to people’s lives as they have to make few court appearances over a long duration of time. Likewise, the budget cuts have also led to the delayed conclusion of child custody and divorce cases which is disruptive to the family setup and an affront to justice. Meanwhile, the reduced number of judges due to the cuts puts judges under immense pressure to adjudicate cases in the clogged dependency court system thus compromising the children’s interests (KCETLink. 2017). Another consequence of the reduced budgetary allocation is the slashing of budgets for domestic violence and drug rehabilitation programs which has made it impossible for poor parents to access free and low services due to the growing lists of clients that need the same. Additionally, inadequate access to these services affects the administration of justice since it leads to most of the parents losing custody of their children. 
    	With the Superior Courts also handling criminal cases, judges are forced to delay trials to cope with the reduced budgets and strained staffing. Consequently, those charged with violent crimes might be set free due to technicalities such as delays in bringing the cases for hearing.  The impact on the criminal justice system is that defendants have to wait longer for their cases to be heard and determined. Consequently, those who get wrongly charged for crimes that they did not commit will continue to suffer in prison due to the backlog of cases and diminished chances of a speedy trial. Meanwhile, the families of the victims of criminal acts such as murder have to wait for long to get closure on the loss of their relatives. Some of the compromises that are necessary to handle the increased workload include prosecutors to ignore misdemeanor violations in favor of the more serious criminal cases. Another compromise might involve encouraging wealthy individuals to engage private arbitrators to settle to settle their disputes outside the public court system. Finally, courts could consider calling fewer potential jurors at a lower cost and also using suspended civil jury trials in some cases.
    	Arguably, an impaired justice system with inadequate resources to handle criminal cases and misdemeanors on time cannot uphold justice for those that seek retribution in the courts. Indeed, a criminal offender expects their case to be settled fast enough for them to be convicted or vindicated from their charges. However, when a court case leads to a constant disruption to one’s life because a judge has several cases to handle or due to the unavailability of the district attorney, the justice system becomes a failure. For instance, couples that go the courts seeking to nullify their marriage expect to settle the case on time so that they can move on with their lives. However, an impaired justice system that takes several years to finalize the divorce will only add anguish to the aggrieved party in the marriage. Likewise, the justice system is unfair when it forces an offender facing minor charges such as traffic code violations to wait for several hours on queue to face the judge and then has to make two or three more court appearances later in the year (KCETLink. 2017).  
    	Everyone becomes a victim of a failed criminal justice system. An overloaded justice system would lead to unprecedented delays in getting trial dates and processing of standard legal documents. Consequently, when one has a grievance that needs court adjudication, they might have to ignore their daily routine and instead dedicate most of their time to the court case because of the delays in the justice system. The situation in the Los Angeles court shows how ordinary Americans have to spend several hours in the traffic court and in the process waste precious time that could have been used at work (KCETLink. 2017). Additionally, children become victims of a failing justice system when courts take several months to conclude child custody hearings as the children have to undergo a long process for them to reunite with their parents. Moreover, given that judges do not have enough time to hear custody cases, the judgments are not always in the children’s best interest.  
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